
The Challenges of Zoning and Growth 

Given the past few months in the Town,  I have been 
spending quite a bit of time thinking about zoning 
codes. Not so much the specifics, but the larger picture 
of zoning, as a central function of local governance. 
About how it is implemented, and how it affects, and is 
affected by, our citizens: both direct applicants with  
potential business in the Town, and the many neighbors 
of those projects.   
 

At first blush, land-owners might envision ourselves as 
the “rulers of one’s domain;” that we have free reign to 
reshape a property as a blank slate, with no limits. This 
is actually not true.  There are always limits. Structurally, you would not be 
able to put up a 50 story skyscraper.  Also, due to easements, set back rules, 
and other existing codes, even the new house one may want will be restricted 
in size, location, and other factors. These limitations apply equally to all  
members of the community, according to the interpretation of our codes. This 
is for the sake of fairness. 
 

This is a familiar characteristic of many organizations of which you or I may 
have been a part: businesses, volunteer groups, team sports, coaching, and 
public service. I have found the best of these, and those with better outcomes, 
have a collection of things in common, such as abiding by codes, rules, and 
expectations. This is widespread throughout all facets of life. For instance, a 
business is free to organize itself at will, but our society places reasonable 
boundaries and restrictions to ensure fair treatment of employees. This  
represents the premise of the social contract underlying our representative 
government. Hence, this familiar concept is very important in the role of 
Town governance and its relationship with its citizens.  
 

Successful organizations seem to have these things in common:  Well-defined 
mission: This provides a clear sense of direction. It makes it easier for all  
parties related to the same entity – employees, managers, suppliers and  
customers – to know what to expect and to judge the quality of those  
outcomes. The Town has a specific charter built into its motto - "Preserving 
yesterday's heritage for tomorrow."  These words may not have the force of 
law, but it does provide the cultural nuance that should drive interpretation. 
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Want to stay informed on 
Town news like elections,   
recreation registration, road 
work, and refuse/recycling  
collection?  
 

The Town uses an email tool 
called “eNotify” that goes out 
at least once per week.  
 

We include important updates, 
links to meeting agendas/
minutes, and consider it our 
most valuable tool for        
communicating with residents 
as we can send out emails at a 
moments notice.  
 
Subscribe Today: https://
www.townofcedarburgwi.gov/
subscribe-to-updates/ 
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Town Road Maintenance for 2026 
The Town plans on conducting asphalt roadway sealing, crack sealing, pothole patching,  
shoulder repairs, ditching, noxious weed removal, minor culvert repairs/replacements, and 
maintenance within Town easements to correct drainage flow. Please reduce your 
speed and provide extra space when passing Public Works employees and  
equipment. For a full list of projects that are happening in and around Ozaukee 
County please visit the following page  
https://www.townofcedarburgwi.gov/road-improvements/  

 

Illicit Discharge 
Per Town Code: 108-13.1 (E) An illegal discharge including, but not 
limited to, any discharge of sump pumps, yard drains, roof drains, or a 
potentially polluting substance directly or through stormwater that  
reaches a municipal storm sewer system, drainageway, wetland, water 
body or groundwater, except those authorized by a Wisconsin Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (WPDES) permit or other discharge not 
requiring a WPDES permit such as landscape irrigation, individual     
residential car washing, diverted stream flows, air conditioning          
condensation, irrigation water, flows from riparian habitats and          
wetlands, and similar discharges. These and other discharge exceptions 
do not apply if the discharge is identified by the Director of Public 
Works or designee as a source of pollution to the waters of the Town of 
Cedarburg. 
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                           Sales & Service Since 1986
N143W5815 Pioneer Road

(262) 377-3620
www.cedarburgoverheaddoor.com

Garage Doors
Openers
Cables
Springs
Radio Controls

Now Open

Locally Owned & Operated 
Fully Insured 

Free Estimates

 

Call to make an appointment  
Tree Removal • Pruning • Stump Grinding 

Certi�ed Arborist on Staff

262-375-2237262-375-2237

www.gollnickandsonstreeservice.com

Eernisse Funeral Homes
PORT WASHINGTON • 284-2601 

BELGIUM • 285-4141 
CEDARBURG • 376-9600 

www.eernissefuneralhome.com

BEYER’S
START RIGHT. START HERE. ®

Beyer’ True Value
�8�������/���������8�B�T�I�J�O�H�U�P�O���t���$�F�E�B�S�C�V�S�H���8�*������������
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PROUDLY SERVING CEDARBURG SINCE 1956

Campbell’s Auto Sport, Inc.Campbell’s Auto Sport, Inc.
Sales • Service 

Tires 
Take Trades 
Buy Cars 

Dave & Pam Campbell

262.377.6696
1180 Wauwatosa Rd • Cedarburg, WI 

sales@campbellsautosport.com 
www.campbellsautosport.com

  

LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING   
SERVICESSERVICES , LLC, LLC

FULL LANDSCAPING SERVICES, 
LAWN MAINTENANCE  

& SNOW REMOVAL
              414-234-8441414-234-8441

Locally owned and operated by Todd Grube  
 Cedarburg, WI  

www.apluslandscapingservicesllc.com
  

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL • FREE ESTIMATESRESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL • FREE ESTIMATES

Call
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Contact Alex Nicholas
 

anicholas@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2538
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